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Preservation Foundation to host
‘BioBlitz’ event at Midtown Beach

Jodie Wagner
Palm Beach Daily News
USA TODAY NETWORK

The Preservation
Foundation of Palm
Beach will host its sec-
ond Kelly Williams and
Andrew Forsyth Commu-
nity BioBlitz Nov. 16 at
Midtown Beach.

The free event, which
begins at 7 a.m., offers
participants a chance to
explore the island’s var-
ied coastal ecosystems,
the foundation said on its
website.

Working with founda-
tion staff and local natu-
ralists, participants will
document the diverse
wildlife found along Palm
Beach’s coastline.

A ruddy turnstone sits on a rock at Midtown Beach

as waves splash behind it in the Atlantic Ocean Oct.
29. The Preservation Foundation of Palm Beach will
host a BioBlitz event Nov. 16 at the beach.
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Using the citizen sci-
ence apps iNaturalist and
eBird, they’ll help record
plants and animals for

global conservation
databases.
The BioBlitz initiative

gets the community in-

volved in understanding
and safeguarding the is-
land’s ecosystems, said
Danielle Del Sol, Presi-
dent and CEO of the Pres-
ervation Foundation of
Palm Beach.

“The BioBlitz is a won-
derful way for the com-
munity to get involved in
meaningful conservation
work,” Del Sol said in a
release. “By document-
ing the species that share
our island, we’re helping
to build a stronger foun-
dation for future restora-
tion and preservation ef-
forts.”

Data collected from
BioBlitz will help inform
ongoing  conservation
and restoration efforts at
Phipps Ocean Park and

other key habitats across
the island, the founda-
tion said.

Participants are en-
couraged to bring a
smartphone and com-
fortable walking shoes.
No prior experience is re-
quired.

Midtown Beach is at
360 S. Ocean Blvd.

For information on the
Preservation Foundation
of Palm Beach, visit
https://www.palm-
beachpreservation.org/.

Jodie Wagner is a
journalist at the Palm
Beach Daily News, part of
the USA TODAY Florida
Network. You can reach
her at jwagner@pbdaily-
news.com.

Glazer Hall names executive chef
for its new private events division

Jodie Wagner
Palm Beach Daily News
USA TODAY NETWORK

Nationally acclaimed
and Michelin-awarded
chef Daniel DiStefano has
joined the Glazer Hall cul-
tural arts center as exec-
utive chef for its new pri-
vate events division.

In partnership with
Lessing’s Hospitality
Group, Glazer Hall Private
Events will design and
host luxury events at the
center, which will open
this winter at 70 Royal
Poinciana Plaza in Palm
Beach.

“We wanted to partner
with a world-class hospi-
tality group that will de-
liver five-star quality and
service for Glazer Hall Pri-
vate Events,” said Jill
Glazer, co-founder and
co-chairman of Glazer
Hall.

DiStefano is set to
bring exciting new flavors
and experiences to events
at Glazer Hall's water-
front setting, Glazer said.

An experienced culi-
nary leader, he spent
more than a decade at
Eleven Madison Park in
New York City, helping it
earn three Michelin Stars
and make San Pellegri-
no’s 2017 list of the
World’s 50 Best Restau-
rants.

He was also an execu-
tive culinary director with

Michael Lessing (far left), CEO of Lessing’s Hospitality Group, stands with Jill and Avie Glazer and Chef

Daniel DiStefano, who has been named the new executive chef for Glazer Hall Private Events.

PROVIDED BY GLAZER HALL

Daniel Humm Hospital-
ity, where he oversaw
global culinary partner-
ships, new concept devel-
opment, and the launch
of notable projects in-
cluding Clemente Bar,
which debuted at No.11on
San Pellegrino’s annual
ranking of North Ameri-
ca’s 50 Best Bars in 2025.

“We chose Daniel to
oversee the cuisine for
Glazer Hall Private Events

because he brings a
proven record of creativ-
ity and excellence in fine
dining,” Michael Lessing,
CEO of Lessing’s Hospi-
tality Group, said in a pre-
pared statement. “His
leadership will position
Glazer Hall as the top des-
tination in South Florida
for one-of-a-kind wed-
dings, events, and dining
experiences.”

Glazer Hall’'s second-

floor private event space
will feature western and
northern views of the In-
tracoastal Waterway.

The 1,200-square-foot
space is designed to host
dinners, receptions and
corporate or private
events, while a 600-
square-foot connected
room provides extra
space for meetings,
breakout sessions, or ad-
ditional seating.

For information about
private events at Glazer
Hall, visit glazerhall.org,
email rentals@glazer-
hall.org, or call (561) 576-
7860.

Jodie Wagner is a jour-
nalist at the Palm Beach
Daily News, part of the
USA TODAY Florida Net-
work. You can reach her
at jwagner@pbdaily-
news.com.
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Town officials predict
the project should take
around five weeks, Gute-
kunst said. During that
time, the sand moved
from Phipps Ocean Park
to the Atriums will be
shoveled onto a conveyor
belt and loaded onto

trucks on the coastline to
rebuild the dunes from
the town’s beaches just
south of the Lake Worth
Pier to the coastline of
South Palm Beach.

But the plans have
been slightly tweaked.
Gutekunst said the
town’s original idea of us-
ing the Boynton Inlet
beach access for the
trucks collecting the sand
from the conveyor belt

had to be scrapped due to
poor beach conditions.

Instead, the Atriums
Condominium allowed
the project’s workers to
transfer the coastline
equipment over its
dunes, Gutekunst said.

“The Atriums was
really, really great with
working with us,” she
said.

Council President Pro-
Tem Lew Crampton com-

mended the condomini-
um and its association
president, Fred Kamel,
for collaborating with the
town.

The project’s start
comes less than a year af-
ter the City of Lake Worth
Beach withdrew a beach
access agreement it had
with Palm Beach, split-
ting this segment of
coastline from the origi-
nal Phipps Ocean Park

Beach Nourishment and
Dune replenishment pro-
ject.

That left officials
scrambling for access to
the coastline south of the
Lake Worth Beach Pier
until the Atrium agreed to
host the project in June.
That agreement was ce-
mented in a Aug. 12 mem-
orandum of understand-
ing between the town
and condo.

TODAY IN
HISTORY

Today is Friday, Nov. 14,
the 318th day of 2025.
There are 47 days left in
the year. On this date
in:

1851: The now well-
worn line, “Call me Ish-
mael,” welcomed Amer-
ican readers into the
epic tale of “Moby-Dick;
or, The Whale” with its
first U.S. publishing. It
had first been pub-
lished the previous
month in London.

1900: Composer Aaron
Copland was born in
New York. He rose to
prominence with works
like “Billy the Kid,” “Ro-
deo” and “Fanfare for
the Common Man.” His
music for the ballet
“Appalachian Spring”
won the 1945 Pulitzer
Prize in music.

1915: Booker T. Wash-
ington, an educator and
author who had been
born into slavery and
worked to improve the
lives of Black Americans
(though sometimes at
odds with some other
Black leaders on how
best to do that), died at
age 59.

1954: Condoleezza Rice,
the first Black woman to
serve as U.S. secretary
of state, was born in
Birmingham, Alabama.
— William Cain, USA
TODAY Network

CORRECTION

A story Nov. 5 on

Page 9A on funding for
the Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program
gave the incorrect fig-
ures for people who
qualify for benefits. For
a family of four, it's a
net annual income of
$32,150. For a single
person it’s a net annual
income of $15,650.
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