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ing 19-year-old classical pia-

nist Drew Petersen perform
pieces by Beethoven, Chopin
and Samuel Barber on Saturday
evening at a concert sponsored
by the Friends of the Montauk
Library. Though 1 hinted 1'd like
company for this linary
event, my friends are inundat-
ed with hectic summer sched-
ules, including my husband,
Don. | hastened on foot to the
library. Summer traffic is scary
for pedestrians. For the last leg
1 walked on the wrong side of
the road, which seemed safer
than crossing Montauk Highway
twice in drifting fog.

1 had the pleasure of sitting
with Edna Steck at the concert.
She entertained me by describ-
ing how as a young bride, new to
Montauk, she prepared lobster
salad for Montauk Community
Church summer dinners. Both
of us not being tall, we took seats
near the aisle. The Suzanne Koch
Gosman room filled to about 85
people. | regret we didn't take
seats on the left where we would
have been better able to see Mr.
Petersen’s miraculous fingers ef-
fortlessly fly, so it seemed, up
and down the keys.

I've been exposed to classical
piano via recordings and been
to a few piano concerts, both at
the library and at Community
Church. Yet seeing Mr. Peters-
en was a revelation. The most
incredible part is Mr. Petersen
is only 19. A tall, dark haired
handsome fellow with an in-
tense presence, he didn't speak
a word until the performance
ended. Afterward, he submitted
to a question-and-answer ses-
sion. A woman asked how he
gets to that “other place” where
he seems to be while perform-
ing. He said he's in no such other
place. During performances he
must focus more in the present
than at any other times in his life,
and this takes tremendous men-
tal preparation and concentra-
tion, according to Mr. Petersen.

He performed roughly one and
a half hours of complex compo-
sitions without printed music. It
seemed to both Ms. Steck and
me that at times his eyes were al-
most or completely closed as he
played. It's not often one has the
chance to witness true genius.

Concerts at the Montauk Li-
brary are always special. Today,
Wednesday, July 17, at 7:30 p.m.
the Friends present anoth-

I 'm still feeling a thrill after see-
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er free concert, “Canciones de
Amor—Love Songs from Spain
and South America,” performed
by Camile Ortiz-Lafont, soprano,

with Francisco Rolddn on guitar.
On Wednesday, July 24, at 7:30
p.m. vocalist Rhonda Denét, re-
turns to the library with the Sil-
ver Fox Songs Trio to perform
more jazz standards and soul
classics from the '30s through
the '60s. This is a return engage-
ment. See you there!

Happy birthday this week to
Pastor Bill Hoffmanns, as he
says, “better half," Val Hoffmann.
Both halves of this team at the
Community Church are terrif-
ic. Val's thoughtful contributions
during services often make it
easier for me to see that path to-
ward which we all strive.

Montauk is an incredibly busy
place this summer, and I've re-
searched upcoming activities for
you in and around town:

If they can “bake it, catch it or
grow it" you can buy it at the
Montauk Farmers Market. The
market is hosted by the Montauk
Chamber of Commerce every
Thursday from 8 am. to 2 pm.
on the green. Proceeds benefit
the Montauk Food Pantry.

P i by the M k
Chamber of Commerce on Sun-
day, July 21, from 6 to 9 p.m.,
Taste of Montauk at 360" East
at Montauk Downs State Park
will be a celebration of Montauk
restaurants, Enjoy culinary bites,
Long Island wines, local beer
and live music by Ocean Dream.
Tickets are $55 per person, or
$65 at the door. For more infor-
mation and a list of participating
restaurants and wineries, visit
www.montaukchamber.com or
call the chamber at 668-2428.
Also at 360° East at the Downs,
Margarita ess is held every
at 6 p.m., in-
cluding Soul Junkies jamming
live music this week.

Family Fest continues next
week with Sergei Prokofiev's
“Peter and the Wolf,” Thursday,
July 25, at 7 p.m. Children and
music lovers of all ages will de-
light in this FamilyFest tradition
performed by dancers of the
Hampton Ballet Theatre School
and Hamptons Festival Orches-
tra, along with a celebrity guest
narrator, to be announced. Each
of the story’s characters is repre-
sented by a musical instrument.
FamilyFest is sponsored by Sole
East with this event sponsored

as well by the Kiwanis Club of
East Hampton. The orchestra is
underwritten by Mon Tiki sailing
catamaran.

The Montauk Playhouse Asso-
ciation invites the community
to “Get wet for a good cause”
at this year's Ocean Swim Chal-
lenge on Saturday, July 27. Reg-
ister now to participate in one
of three distances: 1/Z-miie,
1-mile, or 2-mile, The staggered
races start at three different pop-
ular Montauk beaches and end
at Ditch Plain. In its fifth year,
the challenge has become a pre-
mier ocean swim event in the
Northeast. Registration is open
at www.active.com (keyword
Montauk Swim.) Fees are $35 for
adults and $25 for those under
18. Specific swim start locations
to follow in next week's column.
For more information, call (631)
668-1124 or email admin@mon-
taukplayhouse.org.

Montauk’s first satellite tag and
all-release fishing tournament,
Shark’s Eye, hosted by Montauk
Marine Basin is a two-day festi-
val for sport, science, conserva-
tion and education on Saturday
and Sunday, July 27 and 28. For
information, visit www.shark-
seyetournament.com.
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